





WESTERN CHANNEL CLOSED

Of all this she did not, and perhaps ought not, to complain. When, how-
ever, an act was about to pass,” closing the western and main channel of the
Potomac River, through which far the largest portion of its descending trade
had safely reached the harbor of Alexandria,® she remonstrated, and en-
deavored to show the injustice of such a course. But her protest was dis-
regarded and one great avenue of her commerce and prosperity was closed by
an act of Congress; and this, too, not in the progress of improvement, by giving
an easier access to other and more favored markets; but by actually shutting up
and destroying a great channel of commerce, prepared by the hand of nature,
towards which your memorialists had looked in acquiring and improving their
property, and in defiance of their remonstrances and the almost uanimous
vote of the Representatives of the State interested with them in its preservation.

ROUTE TAKEN BY CANAL BARGES ®

Before the occlusion of this channel of the river, the boats from above, enter-
ing where the Potomac is not more than one hundred yards wide, and pro-
tected by lofty heights on each side, securely passed over to the Virginia shore,
and thence along the shallow margin of the river, found their way safely to the
wharves and shipping of Alexandria. Since the obstruction, as is well known
to all conversant with the business, it has been found that the trade could not
be safely, or profitably pursued; and it has, in fact, been utterly cut up and
abandoned.

PROPOSED CANAL AROUND CAUSEWAY
The effect of this work was soon practically felt, and Alexandria applied
to Congress for authority to cut a canal around the causeway and channel
which had been dammed up, and through such other points as might be neces-
sary, once more to bring down the boats in safety. An Act was accordingly
passed for this purpose.l® The war, however, which shortly after succeeded,
and the want of immediate means necessary for its execution, postponed this
undertaking until the law expired. The project of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal, then introduced, and the steps taken in relation to that work, effec-
tually arrested any further proceedings in regard to the canal, as originally

contemplated, near the margin of the river.

EARLY OPINIONS AND CONDUCT OF PARTIES CONCERNED
Your memorialists are the more minute and particular on this subject, in
order to show the early and long continued opinions and conduct of the parties
concerned with it, as, on a former occasion, either from the want of correct
information, or other causes less creditable, injurious and incorrect presenta-
tions were made of their motives in again referring to it; and for the correct-
ness of the statements now made, they appeal, not only to the recollection and
knowledge of all those concerned in these transactions as they occurred, but
to the laws and archives of Congress themselves.
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL
The charter granted 11 to the Chesapeake and Ohio Company describes a
canal commencing “from tide water of the river Potomac, in the District of
Columbia.” At the time of subscribing to its stock 12 your memorialists be-
lieved this to mean what, according to the practical exposition given under the
old Potomac Company, it did mean—a commencement as near the head of
tidewater as a convenient and safe boat navigation could be found. They fur-
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8 The channel between Mason’s (Roosevelt) Island and the Virginia shore at
Rosslyn known as the Little River.

9 Route taken during operation under the old Potomac Canal Company.

10 June 17, 1812.

11 1826.
12 Nov. 10, 1827. Charter & Laws of the City of Alexandria, p. 148.
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The work for which these engagements had been entered into, was, so far
as Washington and Georgetown were concerned, completed in the fullest sense,
and according to the precise plan and form most agreeable to them. They
had, therefore, only to seek relief from the pecuniary burdens which its execu-
tion had in part devolved on them. The measure of the relief proposed was,
no doubt, suitable to their wants, and has, doubtless, to them been satisfactory.

ALEXANDRIA’S DILEMMA

But in what manner, your memorialists would respectfully ask, was the pro-~
posed relief adapted to the wants of Alexandria, or how has it tended to
better her condition, or to place her on her former footing of equality with
her sister cities? She had, in no instance refused or neglected, for a single day,
to pay the accruing interest upon her debt contracted for the benefit of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. It had, in no instance, been paid for her. The
great object of your memorialists was again to connect their city with the
descending trade of the Potomac river, which unless her lateral canal could be
completed, had been absolutely wrested from her. The relief proposed gave no
facilities for effecting this object, beyond the mere annual amount of interest
on the debt in question. It had, in fact, relatively depressed the conditions
and fortunes of Alexandria. The original subscription of a million dollars by
the Government was éxpended on the canal terminating in Georgetown and
Washington. The -additional sum of a million (together with the heavy ad-
vances heretofore made by Alexandria herself), had been given to a canal com-
pleted as to those cities; but from the benefits of which Alexandria has been
entirely excluded.

MEANS TO AN END

Since the last session, Alexandria, thrown again upon. her own energies, and
feeling deeply convinced that her very existence is identified with the success
of her efforts in this undertaking, has subscribed to the stock of the Alexandria
Canal the further sum of $250,000, and gone on to raise and apply as best
she could, the additional sum of $30,000 towards the execution of this work,
After encountering many and peculiar difficulties, a second pier of the Potomac
Agueduct has been safely constructed in the deepest part of the river; the
causeway from the Virginia shore run out to its full extent, guarded and en-
closed the whole distance with suitable wing walls, and a coffer dam completed
at the-end of it for the southern abutment. Since the successful result of their
labors was manifested in the erection of this second pier, contracts have been
offered for the remaining portions of the work; and the directors of the com-
pany have been enabled to select one, offered by a man holding the first
character for ability and means, to make good their undertaking to construct
the remaining piers for $165,000. A contract by competent persons, has there-
fore been offered for making the superstructure or trunk of the agueduct for
$50,000; and it is believed, both from the estimates heretofore made, and the
experience acquired, that ‘the work, in all other respects necessary to complete
the canal to Alexandria, may cost the further sum of $100,000. Thus it appears
that about one-half of the whole sum necessary for the completion of this
work has already been expended; and, large as it may appear, your memorial-
ists entertain the firm conviction that, in the success of their enterprise, they
will be amply repaid for their efforts to sustain a work not only essential to
themselves, but of national importance.

In consequence, however, of their want of credit abroad, arising from the
inability of some of the corporations of this District to pay the interest on
their Holland loan, your memorialists have been unable to dispose of their
stock, or to borrow the money required to comply with their subscription to
the Alexandria canal. They, therefore, earnestly and respectfully pray that
Congress may either accept a transfer of their stock in this branch of the
canal, upon the same terms and conditions as they have accepted that in the
main stem of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; or, that upon the pledge of
their own stock, or in such other way as may seem most just and equitable, such
sum may be advanced to them as will enable them to complete their under-

taking. ’




















































