








Barbour was elected U.S. Representative from the 8th District of Vir-
ginia in 1880. He served from March 4, 1881, to March 3, 1887, refusing
renomination in 1886. He was elected to the U.S. Senate by the Legisla-
ture in 1889, and served until his death on May 4, 1892. He also held the
post of Chairman of the Democratic Party of Virginia from his selection in
1883 until his death.

William Mahone

Born in Southhampton County, Va. on December 1, 1826, this Confed-
erate Major-General (hero of the Petersburg “Crater”) was a colorful and
controversial opportunist. Although a graduate of Virginia Military Insti-
tute he seems never to have been quite socially acceptable. First a prime
mover in the Conservative Party, he was ruined in the Panic of 1873, and
his railroad interests passed into the hands of a syndicate of Northern cap-
italists. After the founding of the Readjuster Party of which he was a leader,
he was viewed as an irresponsible demagogue by members of the Conserva-
tive Party.

In 1879, he was elected to the U.S. Senate where he used his political
patronage as a means of influencing Virginia politics. The Readjuster Party
formed a coalition with the Virginia Republican Party, and Mahone tried
to draw it into the fold of the National Republican Party—a move which
alienated some of his former supporters. It has been said that gradually he
became more and more self-serving and less and less attuned to the needs,
of the people although he had sponsored notable social and political reforms
in Virginia. His use of money, “booze,” political patronage, and his support
of the Readjuster cause and social reform with its appeal to poor white and
Negro voters, came to be known as “Mahoneism.” The stigma associated
with this term branded anyone who, rightly or wrongly, was charged with
contact with him or his party.

Mahone was eliminated as a political factor after the campaign of 1889.
He died on October 8, 1895.

THE PROTAGONISTS

John S. Barbour, incumbent Representative in Congress from the 8th
Virginia District, let it be known in the Spring of 1886 that he would not
be available for renomination, possibly because he hoped to become a U.S.
Senator, an ambition actually fulfilled in 1889, or possibly in the hope that
he would be “drafted.” During the summer of 1886 he traveled in Europe
—a disengaging device resorted to by other politicians of more recent days.

Useful “friends” began to circulate names of various potential candidates
to succeed Barbour. During the Convention more than a dozen names were
balloted on at one time or another, but four men stood out as serious con-
tenders.

Captain James A. Foster
Commonwealth’s Attorney of Loudoun County where he had practiced
law since 1867, Foster was also a successful dairy farmer. After three year’s
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Frank HuMe E. E. MereDITH

“The Washington Post of Sunday last contained pictures of Gen. Lee, Capt.
Foster, Mr. Meredith and Mr. Hume. At least the Post said they were pictures of
these gentlemen, though otherwise we should not have recognized them as such. If
our candidates looked like these pictures, we would advise the convention to appoint
a’ committee to go out and hang them.’—Fairfax Herald, August 20, 1886.
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service in the Confederate Army he had entered the University of Virginia,
graduating with high honors. For a period he had been a law partner of
Gen. Eppa Hunton. In 1886 he was 42 years of age.

Frank Hume

Frank Hume, born in Culpeper County, Va. on July 21, 1843,° usually
was styled in news items of the 1880’s as a “well-known Washington mer-
chant” although he resided at “Warwick” in Alexandria County. Enlisting
in the Confederate Army at 18, he had seen active service throughout the
war. Immediately thereafter he farmed in Orange County for three years
before entering the “mercantile field” in Washington. Active in Alexandria

politics, he was an anti-Barbour delegate to the Democratic Convention in
Richmond in 1885.

News accounts of the times reveal that an important basis for his oppo-
sition to Barbour was the latter’s failure as a Representative in Congress,
to support a free bridge over the Potomac, partly, it was charged, because
of his interest in the canal company which owned the Aqueduct Bridge be-
tween Georgetown in the District and Rosslyn in Virginia, and partly be-
cause of his railroad connection.

William Henry Fitzhugh Lee

General Lee, known as “Rooney” or “Runy” to distinguish him from his
first cousin General Fitzhugh Lee (elected Governor of Virginia in 1885), .
was a son of General Robert E. Lee, born May 31, 1837. Spending much
of his childhood at Arlington House, he was educated at Harvard and West
Point. He fought in the Civil War until he was taken a prisoner; he was
exchanged in 1864. From 1875 to 1879 he served in the State Senate but
declined nomination for a second term. A resident of Fairfax County (at
Ravensworth) he was identified with agricultural interests and had been
President of the Virginia State Agricultural Society.

Elisha E. Meredith

E. E. Meredith, born in Prince William County, Va. in 1848, was a suc-
cessful farmer and lawyer. In 1886, he was a State Senator after being
Commonwealth’s Attorney for a number of years.

Others

Others, most of whom survive only as names, put before the Convention
at one time or another were: R. Taylor Scott (later Attorney General under
Governor Tyler, elected in 1890), Judge C. H. Ashton of King George,
Samuel G. Brent of Alexandria City, John H. Alexander of Loudoun, Capt.
A. D. Payne of Fauquier, J. F. Rixey, A. G. Willis of Culpeper, T. H. Bev-
ans, J. B. Smoot, Mayor of Alexandria, C. E. Nicol of Prince William,
(later Circuit Court Judge), — — Triplett of Fauquier, Col. Thomas W.

®David John Mays: “Frank Hume”; The Arlington Historical Magazine, Vol. 2,
No. 3, (19863).
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Waller, Capt. Thomas K. Wallace of Orange, Frank Winston of Louisa,
C. C. Buckner of Orange, and W. E. Bibb.

PROLOGUE

The composition of the 8th Congressional District in Virginia had been
changed after the Democrats regained control of the General Assembly.
The counties of King George, Louisa, and Stafford were moved in as sub-
stitutes for Clarke, Frederick, and Warren for the purpose, it is believed,
of diluting Republican strength.

Delegate strength in the 8th District Convention called for August 3,
1886, was allotted on the basis of one Delegate to the Convention for each
100 votes or fraction over 50 cast in 1885 for Governor Fitzhugh Lee.
Each Delegate was to cast the number of votes he represented, the sum
totaling 16,300. Altogether there were 163 Delegates, as follows:

Alexandria City —_____. 17 King George County ____ 5

Alexandria County ____ 3 Loudoun County ______ 28

Culpeper County ______ 15 Louisa County ________ 17

Fairfax County _______ 20 Orange County —_______ 13

Fauquier County _______ 26 Prince William County__ 12
Stafford County —_____ 7

The Delegates from Alexandria were elected in a primary held on July
20. Frank Hume entered a slate in each of the four Wards, Lee in three of
them, and Meredith in one. The result was a clean sweep for Hume. His
victory was characterized as entirely unexpected, and as signaling the “sud-
den collapse of the old machine.”

The Alexandria Gazette was moved to comment that “the election passed
off comparatively orderly although whiskey flowed quite freely, but no
breaches of the peace occurred.” A different point of view was reflected in
a letter to the Fredericksburg Free Lance which began: “Great is the power
of ‘boodle’, and great is the power of whiskey, and great is the power of
‘boodle’ and whiskey together.” The writer went on to charge Mr. Hume
with having taken no chances that Gen. Lee would capture the Alexandria
delegation. The Alexandria Daily City Item, which reprinted the letter,
commented that “the whole thing to the end was purely imaginary on the
part of the writer of the letter. There may have been both ‘whiskey and
boodle’ but Mr. Hume’s {riends did not have the use of them nor did he
need it.”

Charges and counter-charges alleging corruption and attempts to in-
fluence votes were not unusual at that time. Whatever the truth of the alle-
gation in this instance, it cannot be said that politics were dull in those days!
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he would run and whose strength against Mahone had been proven. The
National Republican believed that Gen. Lee had no chance and also saw
the possibility of a “stampede” to Barbour despite the dissatisfaction with
him because all his appointments had gone to “Bourbons.” The Republican
urged the selection of Hume: “Republicans would not dare to take the field
if Hume heads the Democratic ticket.”

On the other hand, the Fairfax Herald stressed the large majorities won
by Lee on the ballots on which he had appeared, and claimed this showed
he was the people’s choice. “If the members of the convention will nomi-
nate Gen. Lee, they will not only do what their constituents desire them to
do, but they will rebuke the intermeddling with our local affairs, of Gen.
Mahone’s Washington organ, the Republican, and its neighbor of doubtful
politics the Post.” According to the Washington Critic, Mahone was watch-
ing the proceedings with intense interest and hoping to be able to slip in an
independent candidate to take advantage of “our family division.”

The Alexandria Gazeite hoped for “a spirit of concession for the party
good,” believed Lee was out of the field, and that Hume would win.

When the Convention met at noon on the 25th, again at the Opera
House, Charles L. Pollock of Loudoun was in the Chair as Judge Ashton
had resigned that post. Lee and Meredith had been nominated just prior to
adjournment so the 165th contest was between them with a result of Lee,
8,170; Meredith, 8,147.

An interesting interlude followed. Alexandria County had cast 331 votes
instead of 285 which provoked extended discussion. Samuel Brent produced
a certificate from the County Clerk to sustain his contention that 331 was
correct. Eventually, a resolution was offered instructing the Committee on
Credentials to inquire and report on just what representation each jurisdic-
tion was entitled to, and how many votes each Delegate could cast. (It
would seem to have been rather late in the day for such action!) A sub-
stitute motion calling on the chairman of each county delegation to report
to the Convention the name of any unauthorized person occupying a seat

carried 9,049 to 7,219.

There ensued further confused discussion on the proper number of votes
to be cast by Alexandria, and whether the result on the last ballot was cor-
rect. After a recess, Brent backed down and a new count was announced
giving Lee 8,170 as before but Meredith only 8,095.

The 170th ballot was not taken until after 4 P.M. After the 175th Ballot,
Judge Ashton nominated John S. Barbour. R. Taylor Scott rose to eulogize
Barbour and then read a letter in which he “absolutely and unqualifiedly”
refused to have his name considered. Despite a move to have the nomina-
tion made unanimous, Barbour’s name eventually was withdrawn.

After the 197th ballot there were further efforts to cut down on the num-
ber of candidates, and to eliminate the two-thirds rule. When the 201st
ballot had been taken, and after a motion to adjourn to 10 A.M. on Aug-
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NOTE ON SOURCES

The background information for the political situation in the State has
been drawn largely from the three studies cited above. An interesting account
of the Virginia debt settlement up to 1890 can be found in a pamphlet
“History of the Bonds” issued by the Bondholders Committee of which G. S.
Ellis was Secretary.

The account of the proceedings of the two Conventions has been distilled
from contemporary newspaper stories preserved in a clipping book kept by
Mrs. Birge’s grandmother, Emma N. Hume. Newspapers represented are:

The Index, Warrenton, Va.

The Virginian, Warrenton, Va.

The Exponent, Culpeper, Va.

Daily City Item, Alexandria, Va.

The Alexandria Gazette and Virginia Advertiser, Alexandria, Va.

The Free Lance, Fredericksburg, Va.

. The Observer, Orange C.H., Va.

The Piedmont Virginian, Orange, Va.

The Mirror, Leesburg, Va.

The Washingtonian, Leesburg, Va.

The Fairfax Herald, Fairfax C.H., Va.

The Shenandoah Herald, Woodstock, Va.

The Free Press, Washington, D.C.

T he Post, Washington, D.C.

The Star, Washington, D.C.

The National Republican, Washington, D.C.

Stadtische Neuigkeiten, Washington, D.C.

The Herald, Washington, D.C.

The News, Washington, D.C.

The Critic, Washington, D.C.

The Sun, Baltimore, Md.

The Maryland Director (weekly), Baltimore, Md.

The Weekly Bulletin, Baltimore, Md.

The Laurel Review, Laurel, Md.

Anne Arundel Advertiser, Annapolis (7), Md.
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