


December, January, and February. The entire county regiment was to
muster in April-and October of each year. The state was divided into 16
districts of which Prince William, Fairfax, and Loudoun comprised one.
Generally the militias of these counties were called out together.

These militia regulations were in effect with only minor changes through-
out the war. o

Fairfax County Militia, [775-1781

:V‘" “Fairfax County had appointed as its County Lieuteﬁaht, Peter Wagener;
Colonel, William Rumney; and Major, George Gilpin.

The Fairfax Militia was called out several times during the war to guard
Alexandria, Mount Vernon, and Colchester, and to erect fortifications in
Alexandria.

On August 25, 1777, British General Howe landed his troops at Head of
Elk, Maryland, and marched towards Philadelphia. Three days prior to
that, on the 22nd of August, the Continental Congress anticipating his move,
requested Virginia draw out a third of the militia of several counties includ-
ing Prince William, Fairfax, and Loudoun. The militia was ordered to
march to Frederick, Maryland, and await word from General Washington.

Washington, in a letter to Colonel William Rumney, dated September 14,
1777, stated: “I have been favored with your letter of the 10th and am
happy to find the militia of Fairfax County have turned out with such
readiness at this interesting period. Their conduct is truly laudable and has
a claim to my thanks . . .” Washington ordered Rumney to take the militia
to Lancaster, Pa., where their aid could be more easily had.

In a statement made to the U. S. Government for a pension after the
war, a James Taylor stated that he was in Capt. Moody’s company of the
Fairfax Militia and served three months in Pennsylvania under General
Charles Scott of Virginia who commanded a part of Gen. Nathaniel Greene’s
column at the Battle of Germantown on October 4; 1777. Also mentioned
as a company commander during this period was Thomas Pollard.

No further mention is made of the service of the Fairfax Militia until
February 17, 1781, when the Council of the State called out the militia
stating: “Baron Steuben having requested that an additional force of militia
be immediately called into service, the Governor is advised to order a
fourth of the militia from the countries of Loudoun, Fairfax, Prince William
ahd Fauquier to march without delay to Williamsburg under proper field
officers, captains and subalterns and with their arms” It was during this
period that John Piper of the Virginia State Line was assigned as adjutant -
of the First Regiment of Prince William and Fairfax militia. His orderly
book gives a very detailed look at the everyday life of the Fairfax militia-
man during active service. Copies of it are in the Fairfax and Prince William
County Public Libraries.
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