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The Ball-Sellers House, probably the oldest in Arlington County,
stands at 5620 Third Street, South. The original part of this home is a
two-room log cabin with a loft built during the middle to late eighteenth
century. The present clapboard structure also includes a two-story addi-
tion built approximately a century later.®

The recorded history of the property that this house sits upon begins
in 1742 when John Ball received a patent from Lord Fairfax for 166
acres of land along Four Mile Run, “Beginning at a white oak in the
fork of four mile run called the long branch. . . .” 2 At the junction of
Four Mile Run and Long Branch stands a monument ecrected by the
Glencarlyn Citizens Association in 1914, bearing this inscription: “On
this spot stood an oak tree bearing a survey mark made by George
Washington, which became a monumental survey mark named in many
deeds.” A section of that oak tree is preserved in the Glencarlyn Library.

For this land John Ball was to pay “every year on the feast day of
St. Michael the Archangel (Sept. 29) the fee rent of one Shilling sterling
money for every 50 acres of Land hereby granted. . . .” * John Ball and
his family probably made their home on the tract not long after he
<acquired it.

John Ball was joined on the adjacent piece of land by his friend
Moses Ball in 1755. These two men were not close relations, although
they may have been distant cousins. They both had lived in other parts
of Fairfax County before acquiring the land on Four Mile Run. John
Ball’s patent cites him as a resident of Fairfax in 1742, and Moses Ball’s
patent locates him there in 1748. Both names appear on the list of
voters for the election of Burgesses for Prince William County in 1741,
when Fairfax was still a part of Prince William County. The ownership
of 25 acres was required to vote, so both men were already landowners,
probably in the Hunting Creek Valley.*

John Ball cleared his land and raised corn, wheat, and tobacco. He
built the log portion of the Ball-Sellers House. Although the exact date

1For a more complete description of the structural development of the house see
excerpt from the Nomination Form to the National Register of Historic Places, p.
45,

2 Northern Neck Land Grant Book F, p. 57.

s Ibid.

4 Charles W. Stetson, Four Mile Run Land Grants. Washington, D.C.: Mimeo-
form Press (1935), pp. 91-92.






an old smooth bore gun

an old foot adze

an old tenant saw
six sheep

two cows

two heifers

two yearlings

one gray mare

two sows and 12 pigs
one still, tub and worm
three old axes

two bells

one saddle and bridle
plough

seven casks

four bee hives

three syder troughs
grindstone

broken pair of millstones

pair of new millstones,

one pair spectacles

one wooden wheel

one iron box and heaters
parcel of old books
one pair old fire tongs
one fiddle

one oval table

one old looking glass
five yards woolen cloth
two old linen wheels
three beds

two old bed hides
half dozen best plates
half dozen delph plates
four earthen plates

11 knives, 12 forks
four earthen pans
parcel of earthenware
pack of cards

one flax brake

frog, and spindle one old hat, jacket, and britches 12

10 geese

Elizabeth Ball elected to take her dower instead of her share in the
will, so she retained one-third of the land until her death, around 1792.*®

Moses Ball sold the 166-acre tract to William Carlin in 1772 for one
hundred pounds.** William Carlin, born in Yorkshire, England, 1732,
came to Alexandria before 1770. A William Carlin of Alexandria is
mentioned in George Washington’s diary for February 4, 1770: “At
home all day. Carlin, the tailor, came here (Mt. Vernon) and stayed all
night.,” 5 A tailor’s goose, now in the possession of Mr. Munson Lare,
was an heirloom in the Carlin family of Glencarlyn, so this is probably
the same man.

The 1772 deed from Moses Ball to William Carlin was defective in
some way, so a confirmatory deed was drawn in 1785 with identical
terms.’* However, one-third of the 166 acres was still possessed by
Elizabeth Ball, and could not be delivered until her death.

When Virginia ceded land for the District of Columbia in 1790, the
line ran through William Carlin’s land, with the house on the District
side, and part of the land remaining in Fairfax County. When Congress
assumed jurisdiction in 1800, the District of Columbia territory south
of the Potomac was incorporated as Alexandria County, a name it car-
ried until 1920, even after being ceded back to Virginia in 1846.

12 Inventory of Ball estate.

13 Stetson, Land Grants, p. 103.

14 Fairfax Deed Book Liber K 1, pp. 89-92.
15 Stetson, Land Grants, p. 106.

-16 Fairfax Deed Book Liber P, p. 440.












