






































The admission of West Virginia to separate statehood in April, 1863, left in
existence the so-called Restored Government of Virginia * which attempted
to exercise jurisdiction over such portion of the remaining territory of
Virginia as came under the permanent control of the Union armies and was
not “ruled” by Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. Francis H. Pierpont was Governor.
From first to last the area thus administered by him was small. At no time
did it comprise more than the City and County of Alexandria, the counties
of Fairfax and Loudoun, the Eastern Shore, and the region in and about
Norfolk. Alexandria City, again under Federal jurisdiction, became the
capital of this area which had refused to secede with the Richmond govern-
ment.*

The official documents of the Restored Government were apparently
printed by two separate presses which had been set up in Alexandria. For
instance, in 1864, D. Turner, termed “Printer to the State,” printed the
Constitution of the State of Virginia and The Ordinances adopted by the
Convention which Assembled at Alexandria on the 13th day of Feb. 1864,
while in 1865, he printed the Journal of the House of Delegates of the State
of Virginia for the Session of 1864-65. In 1864, the “State Journal” Print, No.
12 Royal Street, turned out the Acts of the General Assembly of the State of
Virginia, passed at the Regular Session commencing December 7, [ 1863] in
the 88th year of the Commonwealth, and in 1865 the same print shop
printed the Acts passed at the Regular Session commencing December s,
1864.%7

As indicated above, the first printing press in what is now known as
Arlington County (name changed in 1920 from Alexandria County) ap-
parently was not established therein until almost the turn of the twentieth
century. In 1907 the principal towns in this area were Falls Church (which
lay in both Alexandria and Fairfax Counties), Ballston, Fort Myer Heights,
Clarendon, Rosslyn, Addison Heights, Braddock, Del Ray, and St. Elmo.*®
Falls Church was chartered as a town by the General Assembly on March
30, 1875, and its territory extended into the northwest corner of the then
Alexandria County. After Arlington had adopted the county manager form
of government, the residents of so much of the town of Falls Church as lay
within the boundaries of the County filed a petition in the Circuit Court
(July 7, 1932) seeking to have the town’s charter amended to reduce its limits
to that portion which lay in Fairfax. This petition was granted July 17,

25 The Restored Government of Virginia was set up pursuant to an Ordinance adopted
June 19, 1861, by the second Wheeling (Va.) Convention, which purported to reorganize the
government of Virginia on a loyalty basis.

26 Gay Montague Moore, Seaport in Virginia, Richmond, 1949, p. 48; Chas. H. Ambler,
Francis H. Pierpont, Union War Governor of Virginia and Father of West Virginia, Chapel
HIll S 1937, p. 1213

27 The author of this article has copies of these imprints.

28 G. G. Boteler, ct al., A Brief History of Alexandria County, Va., Falls Church, Va., 1907.

29 Chap. 316, Acts of Assembly of Virginia 1874-75.
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1935, but the decree did not become final because of an appeal until April 30,
1936.

The town of Falls Church had a press at least as early as 1885, and it
produced the Virginia Register, a weekly independent newspaper established
by William Taylor of Alexandria County ancestry who also served as editor.
This newspaper was printed in a building to the rear of the Star Tavern,
which was on the site of the Falls Church Bank of today. The prominent
clergyman and historian Rev. Melvin Steadman of Fairfax County has a
copy of the issue of Saturday, December 5, 1885 (Vol. I, No. 26), said to be the
only one extant. In 1886 Mr. Taylor was succeeded by I. N. C. Cole as
publisher. The name of the paper was then changed to Home and Farm
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Register. Sometime between 1887 and 1goo its publication was terminated.*

In 1895 Edwin F. Rorebeck, a well-known Alexandria and Fairfax County
real-estate operator, established The Falls Church News, which was edited
and published by C. J. Ziegler and Rorebeck, 1895-97; by Rorebeck, 1897-98.
Mr. Steadman has a copy of the June 25, 1898, issue.**

Just about this time (1897-1901 (?)) James W. Yates published at Fort
Myer Heights what is believed to be the first newspaper printed in what
is now Arlington County. It was known as the Pantagraph, a weekly inde-
pendent. Senator Frank L. Ball, a former President of the Arlington Histori-
cal Society, recalls seeing copies of this paper. Also Mr. Yates is supposed to
have published in the town of Clarendon the Alexandria County [ournal,
also a weekly independent, during the years 1897-1902, but no copy of this
paper has been located.*

While the Pantagraph was being published in Fort Myer Heights and
the Alexandria County Journal supposedly in Clarendon, the Falls Church
News referred to above was sold by its owners and it became the Falls
Church Monitor. The new Monitor was published as a Republican weekly
from 1898 to 1903 under the editorship of Merton E. Church (1859-1932),
a native of Vermont, who came to Virginia about 1877. Mr. Church was a
druggist and realtor. From 1903 to 1905 the Falls Church Monitor was
edited (probably as a Democratic paper) by R. C. L. Moncure, a prominent
attorney and realtor who died in November 1918.%* Part of the edition during
these years was printed under the name Alexandria County Monitor, East
End and Overlook. In about 1906 the plant was moved to the town of
Rosslyn. Here it was issued (1906-09) as The Alexandria County Monitor
(Democratic) by Frank Lyon, also an outstanding lawyer and realtor, who
came to the County in 1889; ** by W. E. Weaver, 1909-1913; by John Lyon,
1913-16; by Frank Lyon 1916-18, proprietor, who leased it to Weaver. During
the years 1918-1928, the paper was edited by Weaver under the title The
Monitor. In about April of the latter year it was sold by Lyon to C. H.
Greathouse, owner of the Rosslyn Commonwealth who in turn sold both
papers in September 1928 to William Harrison Lamb, who consolidated them
to form The Commonwealth Monitor.”

30 Cappon, supra, Item 462; Cappon also lists two earlier newspapers in Falls Church
(Items 461 and 466). These are The Advertiser, 1878, weekly, edited by D. W. Whiting, and
the Morning Sun, 1884-1885 (?), weekly, published by Morning Sun Co. in Falls Church and
Washington, D.C. However, no copies of these asserted printings have been presently located.

31 Cappon, supra, ltem 464.

32 Cappon, supra, Items 301 and 502.

33 On March 1, 1902, Oliver H. Davis and Burress E. Williams owned the Monitor Print-
ing Co.

34In G. G. Boteler et al., 4 Brief History of Alexandria County, Falls Church, Va., 1907,
p. 46, The Alexandria County Monitor is referred to as the only paper then being published
in Alexandria County and as covering all the County and the lower part of Fairfax, circula-
tion 1,000.

35 Cappon, supra, Item 1462.
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Simultancous with the printing of the Alexandria County Monitor,
East End and Overlook in Falls Church, O. Edw. Haring, then 18 years old
and son of Oscar Haring, who operated a general store in the village of
Barcroft, was editing and publishing “occasionally” T'he Barcroft News. The
first number of the News, a little four-page affair with the comings, goings,
doings, and ailments of the small Barcroft community, was probably issued
in June 1903, and its publication continued for about a year. Edward was
assisted by Milton B. Payne, also of Barcroft and a very small boy at the
time.** Thus it appears that the News was the third news item printed in
what is now Arlington County.

A few years later, or in 1908, S. B. Shaw established and edited in East
Falls Church (Arlington County) a newspaper with the name The Press.
A copy of Vol. II, No. 21, dated November 26, 1909, is owned by Mr. Stead-
man. Mr. Shaw apparently ceased publishing T/e Press sometime in 1gro0.

On Friday, January 21, 1910, Vol. I, No. 1, of The Commonwealth was
issued in East Falls Church.’” It was to be printed every Friday by the newly
formed Rule-Weir Printing Co., which had just purchased the excellent
printing plant of the Newell Printing Co. owned by George M. Newell, here-
inafter referred to. The Rule-Weir Co.’s office was located in a building on
the south side of the railroad tracks on Washington Street in East Falls
Church, which also housed the real-estate office of A. H. Barbour. A. D.
Torreyson of the Falls Church (later Rosslyn) Milling Corporation was
named president; Golden Rule, vice president and general manager; George
M. Newell, secretary; and Tasker M. Weir, treasurer. Mr. Newell was also
to serve as editor. On April 22, 1910, The Commonwealth was published
by the Commonwealth Company, Inc., of Alexandria County instead of the
Rule-Weir Printing Co. By October 8, 1910, The Commonwealth had moved
to Rosslyn, where Vol. I, No. 37, was issued with William H. Gaines, at-
torney at law of Rosslyn, as editor. Mr. Gaines was followed in the editorship
by Tasker M. Weir. In 1914 C. H. Greathouse bought a half interest in the
paper, and he became sole owner in 1917. From 1917 to 1920 The Common-
wealth was edited and published every Saturday by Mary C. Greathouse.
Its masthead called it the “leading paper of Alexandria County.” (See
Vol. X1, No. 30, of Saturday, July 24, 1920.) By October 20, 1923, the editor
and publisher was Minnie Kendall Lowther. In September 1928, as noted
above, it was sold, along with the Rosslyn Monitor, to William Harrison
Lamb, who consolidated them to form The Commonwealth Monitor. The
editors of the consolidated papers were Roger D. Wharton and Mr. Lamb.*®

36 Mr. Haring now runs the Chrysler Auto Agency at New Orleans, La.

37 However, Lester J. Cappon in his Virginia Newspapers, 1821-1935 shows under Item
1460—The Commonwealth (1908-1928) as having been established and published in 1908
in Falls Church, Va., as a semi-weekly by R. C. L. Moncure and Tasker M. Weir, and that
it was edited by William H. Gaines until about 1912, when Weir moved the paper to Rosslyn
and changed the issue to weckly. No copies of these asserted printings, however, have been
located.

38 Cappon, supra, Items 1460 and 1461.
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The issue of Saturday, February 2, 1935, Vol. XXXVII, No. 10, showed the
paper’s office as being at No. 5 Rucker Building, Clarendon, and stated in its
masthead that it was “the oldest newspaper in Arlington County.”

During September 1920, The Chronicle was established as a weekly
Republican paper by Thomas D. Bailic of Rosslyn (The Chronicle Publishing
and Printing Co.), who served as editor until 1923 when the paper became
independent. The Chronicle was then edited by Mr. Bailiec and John G.
Dudley until 1926 and by Mr. Bailie alone from 1926 to 1927 (7). During this
period (ca. 1924-1926) the paper was managed by John Warner and James R.
Roberson. In the meantime The Chronicle once more supported the Republi-
cans. From February 1928 (or earlier) to March 1929 the paper was published
by Harry N. Douthitt and was edited by Capt. Crandal Mackey beginning
with June 1929.*° Robert I. Black served as published from December 9, 1932,
to December 1933.*° The issue of Friday, September 22, 1933 (Vol. 15, Noe.
49), published at Clarendon, shows Crandal Mackey as president and editor,
Robert I. Black as publisher, and William B. Everts as manager. The mast-
head stated that T'he Chronicle was “the only newspaper” then being “printed,
published and edited in Arlington County—A growing city of more than
35,000 population” and further it was “The Home Newspaper of Arlington
County, Virginia—overlooking the Potomac River and the Nation’s Capital.”

During the nineteen twenties and thirties several other newspapers were
published in Arlington County. These, however, for the most part were
short lived. For instance, The Observer (no copy known) is said to have
been issued for approximately one year at Rosslyn as the continuation of the
Herndon Observer (est. 1903), which became the News Observer in 1924.
The Rosslyn Observer was edited by Minnie Kendall Lowther.**

In May 1929, Arthur Orr, a prominent and courageous civic leader of the
County, established and published for about a year The Arlington Times,
a weekly newspaper.** Also, on Friday, April 10, 1931, Vol. I, No. 8, of T/e
Virginia Tribune was issued, but the publisher, editor, and extent of publica-
tion of this newspaper are not presently known.*

On July 29, 1932, The Ariington County Record, a weekly independent,
was initiated. It was edited bv E. R. Laney until June 23, 1933, when it
was merged with The Independent Record of Fairfax. Complete copies of
The Independent Record are said to be available at the Fairfax County Court
House.**

39 Captain Mackey came to Alexandria County in 1896, having been born in Shreveport, La.,
and raised in Chester, S.C. As a 32-year-old lawyer he succeeded in cleaning up Alexandria
County by wiping out the gaming houses, saloons, and race tracks located thercin. This was
after he had been elected Commonwealth’s Attorney by a margin of two votes.

40 Cappon, supra, Items 304, 1459.

41 Cappon, supra, Items 642 and 1463.

42 Cappon, supra, Item 303.

48 The author’s collection of Alexandria and Arlington County newspapers includes the first
page of this issue.

44 Cappon, supra, Item 302.

25



The Sun apparently was first issued at East Falls Church in December
1935 (Vol. I, No. 13, is dated March 5, 1936). It was published by the Sun
Press Corporation every Thursday “as a newspaper for Arlington and
Fairfax Counties.” Paul W. Ferris was publisher, Thomas A. Deffron, Jr.,
editor, and Loren B. Pope associate editor. Howard B. Bloomer, Jr., bought
control of The Sun in April 1936. In the fall of that year he built
a printing plant on Wilson Boulevard where The Sun was published be-
ginning in November 1936.*° In June 1951 Mr. Bloomer sold the paper to
Charles Carlin, Jr., of the Alexandria Gazette. Thereafter, it was published
every afternoon except Sunday as The Daily Sun, printed in Alexandria at
the Gazette plant, but maintaining a business office at 1224 North Hartford
Street across from the Baptist Church. The masthead of the issue of Friday,
April 15, 1955 (Vol. XIX, No. 225), stated that it was Arlington County’s
only daily, and it also carried the familiar quotation from John 8: 32—“And
ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make ye free.” In April 1957 Mr.
Carlin sold The Daily Sun, and its name was changed by the new proprietors
to Northern Virginia Sun. On April 15, 1957, the first issue of the latter
paper (Vol. XXI, No. 222) was printed in a new plant located at 3409 Wilson
Boulevard. This issue promised that the readers “will benefit at once from
the change for the new plant will make it possible to provide a more complete
and up-to-the-minute news report.” Those interested in the publication of the
new Sun, an independent daily, were listed as Philip M. Stern, Arnold
Sagalyn, and Clayton Fritchey.

As noted previously the production of books and pamphlets in the area
of old Alexandria County fell off considerably with the passing of Samuel
Snowden and the firm of Cottom & Stewart many years before the town of
Alexandria was incorporated as a city. Actually the only noteworthy book
publishing that took place before the present decade in what is now Arling-
ton seems to be a three-volume work entitled Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish
Settlement in Virginia compiled by Lyman Chalkley, published by Mary S.
Lockwood and printed about 1912 at Rosslyn by the Commonwealth Co.

However, another item printed just over the border from what is now
Arlington should be mentioned because of its importance. It is one of the
few histories of the County and is entitled 4 Brief History of Alexandria
County, Virginia. Its wealth and resources, great and growing industries,
educational and social advantages. 'This little book was published under the
authority of the County Board of Supervisors by G. G. Boteler, Crandal
Mackey, M. E. Church, W. S. Hoge, Jr., C. B. Haller, Committee, and was
printed by the Newell Printing Co. (previously referred to), which was
owned by George M. Newell and his son Joseph H. Newell. The actual

45 Under date of August 30, 1946, Mr. Bloomer included a “Centennial Magazine Section”
in his The Sun of that date to commemorate the 1ooth anniversary of the Proclamation of
President James Polk whereby, pursuant to an Act of Congress, Alexandria was receded to
Virginia. This magazine section contains invaluable historical material pertaining to Arlington
County.
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printing took place in the senior Newell’s garage attached to his home place
located across the street from the Crossman Methodist Church in Falls
Church. Later the press was moved to East Falls Church, i.e., to the north
side of Lee Highway near the railroad tracks and in the same block as the
present Brown’s Meat Market. George Newell was also editor of the Village
Press published in Falls Church (1904-1906). His son currently operates the
Newell-Cole Co., Inc., a successful printing firm of Alexandria City.

Thus ends the history of printing in Arlington (Alexandria) County, fer-
reted from the sometimes dim and not too reliable evidences of the past.
Space has not permitted a treatment of the County’s commercial printers of
the present decade (some of whom have had distinguished careers) or a
listing of the books or pamphlets they may have produced. This must be left
to a future chronicler.

S ——

“It is to be hoped that local groups in other parts of the country who are inter-
ested in sponsoring constructive projects in connection with the forthcoming Civil
War Centennial will take note of this exemplary contribution of General Patch and
his associates in the Loudoun County Historical Society.”

From a review by Bell 1. Wiley of
“The Battle of Ball’s Bluff,” by Joseph
Dorst Patch, in The Virginia Magazine
of History and Biography.
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