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President’s Dispatch

As we look forward to the spring, I encourage you to get involved with our shared local history! This month,
come see the first set of our newly restored windows at the Arlington Historical Museum as we give the oldest
extant school building in the county (and one of the few 19 century masonry school houses still standing in
Virginia) some much deserved TLC! Yes, Duffy, “the Sashmaster,” has returned with the first set of windows
and has taken the second set back to his Ohio workshop.

Our second museum, the Ball-Sellers House, reopened for the season in April with colonial fanfare! Don’t
worry if you missed the reopening, the c. 1750 farmhouse will host two other events this month—a Spring
Celebration and it is the start and end point of our history walk in George Washington’s shoes. Other chances to
get out in our community and explore our history include a conversation with Joan Mulholland as well as our
monthly events held at Marymount or by zoom (and if you miss them live, be sure to check out the AHS You
Tube channel with over ten years of presentations on local history). For more details on all of these, check out
the Upcoming AHS Events section. We hope to see you there!

If you want to get involved with our history on a more spur-of-the-moment basis, don’t worry, there is an app
for that! In this newsletter, there is more information about “Arlington Historical,” an app that allows you to
determine what history happened in whatever part of the county you happen to find yourself in—make sure you
check that out!

If you would like to get involved with local history on a volunteer basis, there is no better time than now! We
are looking to expand our research capabilities and will be having some organizational and training sessions. I
hope this is of interest—if so, there are more details below, and we would love to have you join us!

Everything that AHS offers comes from our all-volunteer organization. This starts with our Board of Directors,
which is an active “working” Board. We are fortunate that all the currently serving board members have agreed
to return, and we have four terrific potential new board members looking to join this May. Please join us at our
members’ meeting in May as we present the slate that the Nominating Committee is proposing, and we hope
that you will vote in support of this Board. Please note that the Board is proposing to expand the maximum size
of the Board by one member to accommodate the full proposed slate of members. This requires an amendment
to our Constitution, which is discussed here in this newsletter and on the AHS Website. This will also be voted
on by our members at the May meeting. For more details see the notice of the meeting in this issue!

We appreciate your continued support of AHS and look forward to seeing many of you at our many events this

) A

David B. Pearson
AHS President
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Upcoming AHS Events
Unless otherwise noted, all events are free to the public and monthly events are held virtually via Zoom and in-
person at the Reinsch Library Auditorium on the Marymount University main campus.
Visit https.//arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/events for Zoom access or directions to free on-campus parking.

Thursday, April 11, 2024, 7 pm

The Rambler: The Washington Star’s Local Reporter in Arlington: 1912-1927

4 Harry Shannon, an early photo-journalist wrote many stories about Arlington over 100

{ years ago. Known as “The Rambler,” his articles are a historian’s treasure. He described
houses, forts, businesses, schools, clubs, churches, waterways, roads, people, and

families. Reading his newspaper articles is like traveling in a “time machine.” Local

historian, Martin Suydam will highlight who the Rambler was, present some special

stories about him and his work, and explain what his work means for our knowledge of

local history today. (Virtual on Zoom AND in-person at Marymount University Library

Auditorium, FREE.)

Saturday, April 20, 2024, 10 am — 3 pm
Spring Celebration with the Glencarlyn Community Garden
We’re partnering with the Glencarlyn Library Garden to celebrate colonial gardening.
Ce ebl" tl Tour the ¢.1750 farmhouse and learn from gardeners how colonial Virginians grew and
p it a/ ’%(f b n usF:d their garden produce: See our colonial garden, our model beehiv§s, and a modern
e Mmbﬂ” — “2of rain garden at work. Practice with a quern or a mortar and pestle to grind grain or corn
[H ’ m";"jj;?'-ngm_l‘{‘f‘f,‘ . like our ancestors did. (In-person at 2 locations: Ball-Sellers House at 5620 3rd St.,
South AND at the Glencarlyn Library at 300 S. Kensington St. South, FREE)

Saturday, April 27, 2024, 1:30 pm
George Washlngton s Forest History Walk

=% Walk in the footsteps of George Washington on a guided walking tour with local historian,
Kevin Vincent. After the Revolutionary War, Washington returned home and surveyed his
* property in what is now Arlington. You’ll visit survey markers used by Washington, see
" historic springs, the site of a mill built by George Washington’s step-grandson, and more.
- (In-person. Starts at the Ball-Sellers House, 5620 3 St., South FREE)

Sunday, April 28, 2024, 2 pm

An Ordinary Hero: A Conversation with Joan Mullholland

' If you want to know how you can help challenge racism today, this event offers the
blueprint. An Arlingtonian from childhood, Joan was an early freedom rider and participated
in many sit-ins and protests through the south. Arrested, she proudly counts many Civil
Rights leaders among her close friends and she has advice for today’s civil rights protesters.
(In-person at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 2609 N. Glebe Road, FREE in partnership with
St. Mary’s, Calloway UMC, Mt. Olivet UMC, and the Black Heritage Museum of Arlington)

Thursday, May 9, 2024, 7:00 pm (Immediately before the April History event)

Annual AHS Member’s Meeting

The Arlington Historical Society will hold its annual meeting of members on
Thursday, May 9, 2024, at 7:00 pm. The meeting will be held BOTH on Zoom
and in-person at the Reinsch Library Auditorium on the main campus of
Marymount University. If you plan to attend by zoom, please register at the link,
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83014240224. See more on the following page and on
the AHS website: https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/

HISTORICAL/SOCIETY



about:blank
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/events/the-rambler/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83014240224

Thursday, May 9, 2024, 7:15 pm (Immediately follows 7 pm AHS Members Meeting)

Shotgun Justice: A Crusader Against Crime and Corruption?

i con o Crandal Mackey was elected commonwealth’s attorney in 1903 and set his sights on the
L\]I”T(l [W illegal bars, bordellos, bars, and casinos of what was then called Alexandria County. What
SMAL AT 1s now Arlington county was plagued by crime and by corruption in local government.

tI l l\T | (h Armed with a shotgun and an axe-wielding posse, Mackey broke up saloons and ran raids
pee—— throughout the county. Yet, in 1915 he mysteriously withdrew his bid for another term.
Author Michael Lee Pope uncovers the little-known story of one man’s battle to rid
Alexandria and Arlington of vice. (Virtual on Zoom AND in-person at Marymount University Library
Auditorium, FREE. See datils on Zoom registration and directions to free parking at
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/events,)
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Notice to Members of AHS Annual Meeting

The Arlington Historical Society will hold its annual meeting of members on Thursday, May 9, 2024, at 7:00
pm. The meeting will be held BOTH on Zoom and in-person at the Reinsch Library Auditorium on the main
campus of Marymount University. If you plan to attend by zoom, please register at the link,
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/83014240224.

The business portion of the meeting, where next year’s officers and other directors will be elected and a
proposed amendment to the constitution of the AHS will be proposed, is expected to be short. It will be
followed by a presentation titled Shotgun Justice: A Crusader Against Crime and Corruption, presented by
author Michael Lee Pope. Further information can be found at AHS’s website at
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/events/shotgun-justice-a-crusader-against-crime-and-corruption

The AHS Board has voted to propose changing Article VI of the Constitution to increase the number of at large
Directors from twelve to thirteen. The only change to the wording of Article VI is to replace the word “twelve”
to “thirteen.” If approved, the Article would read as follows:

The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected officers, the Arlington Historical
Museum Director if a volunteer, and no less than four or more than thirteen additional
Directors elected by the members for terms of one year, the number to be established
from time to time by resolution of the Board of Directors. No decrease in the number
of directors shall have the effect of shortening the term of any incumbent Director.

The Nominating Committee intends to nominate the following for election as officers and directors at the
meeting: Officers
President: David Pearson Treasurer: Richard Samp
Vice President: Peter Vaselopulos Secretary: Sandy Newton

Members of the Board of Directors

Catherine Aselford Patrick Hope
Duke Banks Jessica Kaplan
Annette Benbow Michael Schaffner
Sean Denniston Annette Scherber
Sue Eisenfeld Dale Smith
Dawn “Sunny” Evans Martin Suydam
Cathy Bonneville Hix

Thank you to our business and organization members for their continued support!
John Marshall Bank JBG Smith Cares Fairlington Historical Society
Marymount University MTFA Questers Patowmack Seekers Chapter
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Call for Community Input to Exhibits at the Arlington Historical Museum

The Arlington Historical Museum wants to hear from you! Drop by

the museum to see permanent and temporary exhibits, chat with S | svories kol mmm
docents, and leave feedback on our new bulletin boards in the foyer by i wov we f§ m

the front door. The museum is committed to exhibiting a dynamic and
inclusive story of our county, and we want to incorporate the local
community’s ideas into future projects. If you have exhibit ideas or
collection objects you’d like to share with AHS, please email
ExhibitsAHS@outlook.com.

The museum staff is in the process of planning a temporary exhibit
that will highlight the impact of Vietnamese immigration, business,
and community development in Arlington County. Clarendon’s “Little Saigon™ neighborhood grew rapidly in
m v Bl . the 1970s and 80s, but quickly became unrecognizable after
the expansion of the Metro system and high-priced urban
development. The Arlington Historical Society wishes to
contribute to the preservation of this history and current
Vietnamese-Arlingtonian stories by collaborating with local
" historians and residents to create educational museum
content. To get involved or provide suggestions, please
contact Exhibits AHS @outlook.com.
A Vietnamese clothing store in Little Saigon in Clarendon in 1987. Photo by Michael Horsley, courtesy
American University Radio.
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AHS 2024 Essay Contest

The Arlington Historical Society, in collaboration with Cherrydale-Columbia
Masonic Lodge 42, is again sponsoring the Annual History Essay Contest to
encourage student writing about the history of Arlington. This year’s contest
honors former AHS Board Member Charlie Clark who passed away in 2023. A
noted Arlington journalist and author, Charlie had a great Arlington story. His
journalism career began as a reporter for the Yorktown High School newspaper.
His article on baseball came from firsthand experience playing baseball at
Barcroft Park. Many of the stories he told as a journalist and author showed his
love of Arlington. In his honor, this year we ask our student writers to share
their Arlington story using the following prompts:

What is your Arlington story? Some have lived in Arlington your entire life.
Many are from different countries or parts of the USA. How did you and
your family end up in Arlington and what has been your personal
experience living here? Tell us your Arlington story and include
experiences that bring Arlington and your personal history to life.

This contest is open to Arlington students in grades 8-12. The deadline for submission of the essay is May 31,
2024. Financial prizes are awarded for the winning essays. Details can be found at:
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/events/ahs-history-essay-contest/
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Stewardship of Your Money

AHS depends on donations and membership fees to allow us to carry out our mission. Your financial donations
have allowed us to continue the following work, particularly in respect of our two museums:
e Dehumidifier to better protect our artifacts and replacement fire extinguishers for the Arlington
Historical Museum
e Ongoing expenses associated with the windows preservation project at the Arlington Historical
Museum
e Property insurance, utilities, and maintaining the alarm system at our museums.
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Arlington History: There’s an App for That!

Arlington County has a rich and diverse history. However, finding that
history can be a challenge. From pre-historic Native American
settlements to post-World War II urbanization, there is much to learn
from Arlington's past. As a suburb of Washington, D.C., Arlington's
history has always been closely connected to the nation's capital. During
the 19™ century, Arlington experienced the Civil War and the end of
slavery. In the 20th century, the growth of the federal government
workforce and public transportation brought in new residents, including
immigrants from all over the world. Despite being one of the smallest
counties in the country, Arlington played an important role in the fight
against segregation and advancing civil rights. Even in the 21st century,
Arlington continues to bear witness to history, such as the 9/11 terrorist
attack on the Pentagon.

While some historic locations, such as Arlington Cemetery, are well-known, much of the county's history is
not. But a new mobile app and website called www.arlingtonhistorical.com puts local history at everyone’s
fingertips. Users can discover interesting stories about people, places, and events in Arlington's history by
downloading the free app at https://apps.apple.com/us/app/arlington-historical/id6473748483

or https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.curatescape.arlington.

Stories are researched and written by local historians, community members, and other history-focused
organizations. The digital storytelling project is funded by a grant from Arlington County's Historic
Preservation Fund (HPF) and supported by the Arlington Historical Society and the Black Heritage Museum.
Its goal is to encourage neighborhoods, communities, and individuals to discover and share their unique
histories.

By digitally mapping the county's history, Arlington Historical makes it easy for residents and visitors to find
and explore the stories around them, especially in their own neighborhoods and backyards. Users can also
search for stories by location, categories, or keywords. Arlington Historical includes stories on Black History,
Women's History, and Military History, as well as historical events like the drugstore sit-ins protesting
segregation in 1960. There are stories about some of the “firsts” that happened in Arlington. These include the
first passenger flight by the Wright Brothers at Fort Myer and the creation of the internet by the US
Department of Defense's Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA), located in Arlington, Virginia.

Arlington Historical uses an online platform called "Curatescape" to publish location-based content. This
platform was created by Cleveland University and is used in over 40 cities in the United States. The project has
already mapped more than 240 stories and self-guided tours about Arlington County, with new ones being
added every week. By providing an easier way to discover Arlington's past, the Arlington Historical app is
making digital history.


http://www.arlingtonhistorical.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/arlington-historical/id6473748483
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.curatescape.arlington

Volunteer Opportunity: Arlington Historical Research!

Arlington Historical Society is pleased to announce that it is establishing a standing committee charged with
doing historical research. This committee has been established following a couple of months of evaluation and
meetings with many of our partner organizations. This committee will be called the Historic Research and
Preservation Committee (HRPC), renamed from Historic Preservation Committee (HPC).

The following paragraphs highlight purpose, membership, major activities, coordinating roles with other
interested organizations, and communication of products of the committee:

1. Purpose: The Committee shall provide the AHS: research, prioritization of historical research,
documentation, and preservation.

2. Membership: Volunteers interested in historic preservation with experience and skills in historical
research, documentation, preservation, education information sharing, and publication.

3. Activities: The major committee activities will be to: a) discover, collect, and document materials that
may establish or illustrate important and relevant history of Arlington County monuments and
properties (private, public, and commercial); b) coordinate with relevant parties, and c¢) provide
information resources to individuals and organizations.

4. Coordination: The committee will cooperate with public (e.g., Arlington Historic Preservation
Program, Center for Local History) and non-governmental organizations (e.g., Preservation Arlington,
The Black Heritage Museum of Arlington) in researching, preserving, and making accessible archives
of the county, its communities, neighborhoods, and institutions.

5. Communications: The Society will disseminate work products of the HRPC with publications,
meetings with lectures and discussions, tours, marking of sites, and by the use of other communication
means.

Starting in April 2024, we will conduct monthly training and organizational sessions for a few months that
would start by focusing on accessing the wealth of historical research resources available in our County.
Subsequent monthly meetings would be oriented on assigning research efforts collecting/disseminating
products of the research. Meetings are likely to be a mix of Zoom and in-person, based on the most efficient
way to learn and contribute.

We already have several members who are interested. If you are interested in getting in on the “ground floor,”
we would welcome you. Please contact Marty Suydam (msuydam2(@gmail.com).
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Commemorating American Efforts to Strive Towards a “More Perfect Union”

AHS has been tasked with organizing and facilitating the county’s efforts to commemorate the 250"
Anniversary of the founding of our country. In March, AHS reconvened the county’s civic, service, history,
and arts organizations as well as individuals who want to help. The
ARLINGTON COUNTY ‘ agenda included information on State resources and updates on the

VI RG I N I A ! infrastructure AHS has set up. Attendees also discussed how we would be
=S organized. AHS hosts a section on its AHS Home page where you can
AMERICAN REVOLUTION  keep up with what’s going on. If you want to be involved, please email
Annette Benbow at arlingtonva250@gmail.com.

Celebrating America and Arlington history isn't just about the Declaration of Independence in 1776. It's about
celebrating the principles we were founded on—the revolution of ideas that we, as a nation, state, and county,
are continually striving towards. Arlington’s history is the nation’s history and this county has had a role in
every major national event since the “Fairfax Resolves” in 1774—including new immigrant communities,
desegregation, and the Civil War. We want to involve ALL of Arlington’s voices in the many events from now
through 2026.
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AHS in Our Community

AHS speaks often and to many groups. Here’s what we’ve been up to since our last newsletter:
e Jan 8: David Pearson, AHS President, briefed the Buckingham Civic Association on AHS and re-
envisioning the Arlington Historical Museum

e Jan 11: AHS held its monthly public event, “New Dominion: Elections That Shaped Modern Virginia”

with John Milliken, former Arlington County Board member
e Jan 17: Jessica Kaplan, AHS Board of Directors and project lead in Memorializing the Enslaved

presented the project and its finding to the monthly luncheon of the Optimists Club at he Washington

Golf and Country Club.
e Jan 20: Jessica Kaplan presented “Memorializing the Enslaved of Arlington” to a meeting of the
Arlington American Association of University Women at Lubber Run Community Center

e Feb 3: AHS participated in the 65 Anniversary of Public School Desegregation at the Dorothy Hamm

Middle School Open House with an information table featuring details about the desegregation.
e Feb 8: AHS held its monthly public event, “Black Code Breakers of Arlington Hall” with National
Security Agency historian Dr. David Hatch.

e Feb 24: AHS participated in the Feel the Heritage festival at the Drew Community Center featuring a
table loaded with local African- American history facts and Peter Vaselopulos, AHS Board member,
who re-enacted Civil War photographer Mathew Brady. He brought US Army Civil War uniforms for

visitors and took photos.
e Mar 12: AHS convened a virtual meeting with representatives of more than 30 organizations on
Arlington’s VA250 commemoration efforts.

e Mar 14: AHS held its monthly public event, “Arlington Women Who Fought for Their Community”

with AHS Board member, Cathy Hix.
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Artifact Spotlight: Pencils and Patriotism

By Harlow Pearson

At the top of the stairs on the second floor of the Arlington Historical
Museum is a display case featuring artifacts from when the building
was a school. These artifacts were donated to the Arlington Historical
Society by a former Hume School teacher, Abigail (Dishman) Arnold.
Among them are thin, paper wrapped, patriotic pencils from the early
1900s. These slate pencils were used to write on slates, which were
small blackboards named after the material they were made of. The
pencils were often made of a softer kind of slate but could also be made
of other kinds of soft rock. Slate pencils were more readily available
than chalk, and using writing slates was much cheaper than buying Patriotic slate pencil i
large amounts of paper for students to work on. set. Circa 1902

American flags or other American symbols were common to find on -
school supplies at the time. During the late 19th century, there was a significant influx of immigrants to the

U.S. Efforts were made to “Americanize” children in the school system through various means. One way was

by integrating the American flag and other patriotic symbols into the supplies used by students.

Eventually, slate pencils were replaced by chalk, and slate boards were then replaced by paper, and these

writing utensils are rare to find now. American symbols, such as the flag, are still found in classrooms today,
but there is no longer the same amount of supplies with imagery of the flag and other national symbols. Come

see this relic of the past at the museum!
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The Arlington Historical Society strives to build a stronger community by sharing stories of
our diverse history.

Visit AHS online or in-person
Website: https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org
Email:info@arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org
Facebook: ArlingtonHistoricalSociety
Instagram: @ArlingtonHistory

Arlington Historical Museum The Arlington Historical Society, founded in 1956, is a
1805 South Arlington Ridge Road non-profit organization incorporated under Virginia laws.
Arlington, VA 22202 The Society’s goal is to help build our community

through a better understanding of our diverse history.
Ball-Sellers House Museum
5620 Third Street South
Arlington, VA 22204

Board meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 P.M. in the Arlington Historical Museum
at the Historic Hume School and are open to the public.
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