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President’s Dispatch 

 
How do you modernize a historical society and museum? Those are the questions that the AHS 
Board and volunteers are grappling with as we preserve and renovate the historic Hume School at 
the Arlington Historical Museum, modernize our collections policies and practices, update our 
exhibits, roll out a new website, all while working on a new strategic plan to guide the direction we will 
take in the coming years. 
 
At the Arlington Historical Museum, we strive to preserve the historical look, feel, and materials used 
on the exterior of the building, while refreshing the appearance of the interior of the building. As you 
will read in this issue, the museum is closed for a few months, and we think you will be excited to 
come visit us next spring when we reopen! 
 
Our improved collections practices are enabling us to better preserve the artifacts. They have been 
rehoused in archival materials and you can now see extensive information on a significant number of 
our artifacts from our website. We have honed our collection goals, deaccessioned some items that 
do not have a direct relationship to Arlington history, and have begun targeted collection activities in 
areas where our collection is lacking. 
 
With the museum closed and better collection processes, we are also taking this opportunity to revisit 
the exhibits that we display. When the museum reopens, look for a new set of exhibits focused on 
telling the history of Arlington through more modern times, while being more accessible to those of 
any age! We have started the process of developing those exhibits, and we will have more to tell you 
in the coming months (and as always, feel free to share your ideas)! 
 
In October, we will launch our new website. We hope you enjoy the more modern look of the site and 
find it easier to navigate! 
 
We have a hard-working board and set of volunteers, but as you can see, we have a lot of projects 
happening and are always on the lookout for additional volunteers. So let us know if you would like to 
learn about ways you can help!  
 
Finally, I would note that at the Arlington Historical Society, our goal is in promoting Arlington history. 
This includes promoting the great work that others in the community do. In this issue, you can see 
many ways that we are working with the County and the ways that the County is helping us as we 
look to expand the relationship and highlight the areas in which we can each help tell the story of 
Arlington.  

 
 
 

David B. Pearson, AHS President 



 

 
 

The Arlington Historical Museum Update: Closed for Refurbishment 
 

The Arlington Historical Museum is closed until next spring as we preserve the historic elements of the 
building, refresh the appearance of and upgrading the interior and we redo the exhibits! 
 
If you have driven by the Museum recently, you 
may have noticed some changes. The 
preservation work on our historic wood windows 
has continued—the first two sets of windows 
are back on site and partially reinstalled. The 
remaining set of window sashes have been 
removed from the exhibition hall, which required 
AHS to move all of the large display cases away 
from the windows and move the artifacts offsite 
to protect them.  
 
The window sashes are now in the workshop of 
noted preservationist Duffy “the Sashmaster” 
Hoffman in Ohio, where they are receiving 
treatment needed every 50 years. After they are 
reinstalled, they will only need periodic cleaning 
and occasional painting. These last sashes will 
be returned and reinstalled in a few months and 
we will bid a not-so-fond adieu to the plywood in 
the windows that make the museum look 
haunted!   
 
But that is only the beginning of our work on the 
museum. We continue to work to better 
waterproof the museum and help control 
humidity, which is important when maintaining 
artifacts. We have begun work to repoint and 
repair the brickwork and complete work to divert 
rainwater away from the foundation and repair 
some rotted wood on the exterior of the 
museum. Additionally, we will be repainting and 
working on the exterior windowsills 
 
Even more exciting is what will be happening inside the museum! We are taking advantage of the 
temporary closure to refresh the interior of the museum. This includes repairs and repainting the interior, 
as well as redoing the exhibits. We have begun reaching out to AHS members, our board, museum 
volunteers, visitors and the community to gather ideas of what works and what is missing from the 
museum. We are taking all that in and working with historians and experienced and trained museum 
personnel to update the exhibits. It is not too late to share your thoughts on this! 
 
Finally, we continue to refine our plans for the second floor, which in recent years was mainly used for 
storage. Look for details on a new community space and education center there. We know you’ll find all of 
these efforts are worth it when you visit us when we reopen in the spring! 
 

 



 

 
Upcoming AHS Events 

 
Learn more on the AHS website: 

https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/events 
 

Thursday, October 10, 2024, 7:00 pm 
US Colored Troops at Arlington’s Camp Casey, 1863-1865 

During the Civil War, Camp Casey on Arlington Heights was the site of two US 
Colored Troop regiments’ recruitment and training. The men in these units 
played an important role in our nation’s victory over the rebel states. Our 
speaker, Michael Schaffner, will highlight the full history of Camp Casey, from 
the enlistment of the two regiments, to USCT units on the Richmond-
Petersburg front, to service in the campaign that ended at Appomattox. (Virtual 
on Zoom AND in-person at Marymount University Library Auditorium, FREE) 
 
 

 
Monday, October 14, 2024, 10-3 pm 
Marquis de Lafayette’s 200th Anniversary Tour of Arlington House and Capital Region 

See displays and artifacts of Lafayette and his accomplishments. Meet Lafayette, 
interpreted by American History Theatre’s Ben Goldman. At 2: 00 pm Elizabeth 
Reese, author of “Marquis de Lafayette Returns: A Tour of America’s National 
Capitol Region” will talk about Lafayette and his importance in American history. 
Reserve your seat: https://arlingtonhouse.org/event-5767261, (In person, 
Arlington House) 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 26, 2024, 2:00 pm 
Routes of Resilience Walk: From Enslavement for Freedom Along the Pike 

Join The Black Heritage Museum of Arlington, AHS, and WalkArlington as 
we learn about the lives of free and enslaved Black people in 19th-century 
Arlington. Craig Syphax, former president of the Black Heritage Museum of 
Arlington, and Jessica Kaplan, lead researcher in our joint project, 
“Memorializing the Enslaved of Arlington,” will share stories of free and 
enslaved Black people who were part of this neighborhood in the 19th 

century. (Reserve your spot here. Starts at the Sheraton and ends with a reception at the Black 
Heritage Museum of Arlington) 
 

November 14, 2024, 7:00 pm 
Columbia Pike Documentary Project 

The Columbia Pike Documentary Project combines photography and oral 
history to document life along the Pike, one of Americas oldest roads. Lloyd 
Wolf will talk about unique observations from this project that reflect a 
“united nations” of cultures. (Virtual on Zoom AND in-person at Marymount 
University Library Auditorium, FREE.) 
 
 
 

https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/
https://arlingtonhouse.org/event-5767261
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/routes-of-resilience-from-enslavement-to-freedom-along-the-pike-tickets-1013878667387?aff=oddtdtcreator


 

 
Arlington County Grants to the Arlington Historical Society 

 
The Arlington County Board recently approved two grant agreements with the Arlington Historical Society, 
which were included in the County’s 2024-25 budget. These grants provide $25,000 to support our efforts 
to preserve and improve the Arlington Historical Museum and $15,000 to support our efforts to 
memorialize those who were enslaved in the County through our “stumbling stones” program.  
 
The first grant will help AHS with the initial stages of preserving the Arlington Historical Museum and its 
artifacts. These efforts not only will help preserve the 133 year old schoolhouse, it will also go towards re-
envisioning and revitalizing the museum’s exhibits and transform the second floor into a new community 
space. AHS intends for the museum serve in a new role as a local history education center featuring 
presentations, areas for research, education, co-curated exhibits, and rotating exhibits from the AHS 
collection. We are already talking with the Arlington County Library about using this space to support 
some of their upcoming programming in the coming year. 
 
The second grant will help place memorial stumbling stones throughout the county to honor the enslaved. 
During this school year, AHS will work with students of Arlington Public Schools to produce 30 of these 
memorials which will be placed by the County in the public right of way pursuant to an agreement recently 
entered into between AHS and the County. The funds from the County will be used to acquire the 
materials used in producing the stones, assisting the school in setting up the required equipment, and 
providing educational support to the students who are working on the project. 
 
AHS is greatly appreciative of this support from the County and the time each member of the County 
Board, the County Manager, and many members of the County staff took to discuss our mutual plans and 
coordinate ways in which the County and AHS can continue to support one another in mutual efforts to 
increase knowledge of Arlington’s rich history. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Did you Know? 
 
Did you know that about 1200 of the 5000+ artifacts in the AHS collection 
are now available for review on our website at 
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.catalogaccess.com/ ? You can find images 
and descriptions by searching or just view random images and see what 
you find! All cataloging work is done by volunteer community historians, so 
let us know if you would like to join us as we continue to do the work to 
make more artifacts available. We are also always looking to improve our 
records and learn even more about our artifacts, so this is your chance to 
review our work and share with us anything else you know or find out 
about them! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

New AHS Website Launch in October 
 
The Arlington Historical Society launches its new website on October 6th. The site will feature stories 
from our history and online exhibits and help visitors track upcoming events. It was designed to help 
users find content more quickly. The site still hosts our online store and features a link to the Society’s 
online artifact collection. The site’s address will remain ArlingtonHistoricalSociety.org, but you’ll be 
able to also use a shorter URL to get there: ArlHist.org. AHS is looking for volunteers to write 
historical articles for the site. If you are interested, let us know by sending an email to 
info@arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org. 

https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.catalogaccess.com/
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/events/glencarlyn-librarys-centennial/
mailto:info@arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org


 

Stewardship of Your Money 
 
AHS depends on donations and membership fees to enable us to carry out our mission.  AHS has 
continued to take care to use your financial donations to continue to improve our community by 
building knowledge of our diverse history. Recently, our expenditures have centered around our two 
museums and for outreach to the community: 
● Repoint brickwork and replace a main line valve at the Arlington Historical Museum. 
● Wasp removal and prevention at Ball Sellers House. 
● Ongoing expenses to preserve and refurbish the windows at the Arlington Historical Museum. 
● Air conditioner repair at the Arlington Historical Museum. 
● Reserving a booth at the Arlington County Fair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The End of a Subterranean Era 
 
The Crystal City Underground, a network of underground 
corridors with stores (such a Metro Camera at right), 
restaurants, and offices is scheduled to be removed by the 
end of the year. The announcement by owner JBG Smith 
spurred nostalgia, news stories and sadness. Opened in 
1976, before the arrival of Metro. it became for generations 
of residents and office dwellers, the essence of life in 
Crystal City. Over 48 years larger establishments were 
replaced by smaller and sometimes quirky businesses and 
clever reuse of vacant space. 
 
The Arlington Historical Society with the Arlington Public Library (the Charlie Clark Center for Local 
History) are working together to tell the story of Crystal City Underground with ultimate plans for a 
dedicated website, exhibition, or permanent display in the underground space. If you have a story, 
pictures, or artifacts of Crystal City Underground, please contact Sean Denniston at 
scdenniston@yahoo.com. AHS or the library will be in touch on next steps. Thank you for helping to 
document this unique part of Arlington!  
 

 
Ready to Give Unique Gifts this Holiday Season? 

 
The brick and mortar museum gift store is closed like the museum BUT AHS 
has an online store where you can get the beautiful ornament of the 
museum, stationary of both historic buildings, maps, and books. Our store 
has the largest selection of local history books in the world! Even more than 
Amazon! Remember, the proceeds from everything you buy on our site 
benefits the preservation of our two buildings AND supports our efforts to 
strengthen our community by sharing our diverse history. 
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/shop/ 
 

Thank you to our business and organization members for their continued support! 
John Marshall Bank  JBG Smith Cares Fairlington Historical Society 

Marymount University            MTFA  Questers Patowmack Seekers Chapter #146 

mailto:scdenniston@yahoo.com
https://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/shop/


 

The Importance of Repatriation 
By Karen Edgerton, AHS Collections Manager Emerita 

 

“Why do we have beads from a Native American gravesite in 
North Carolina in our collection?” That was a question posed 
by intern, Colin, in the summer of 2023. He found them while 
doing inventory of a box of artifacts. The blue, red, and white 
beads were in pristine condition and had been re-strung in 
the recent past.  
 

The short answer is that we should not have these beads in 
our collection. In the 1970s, when they were donated to AHS, 
it was common for non-Indigenous museums and academic 
institutions to accept and hold items removed from 
Indigenous graves.  
 
In 1990, Congress passed the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), 
recognizing that human remains and other cultural objects belong first and foremost to Indigenous 
descendants. Since that time, museums have made halting progress in identifying and repatriating 
objects to Indigenous nations that are the most likely descendants. NAGPRA only applies to 
organizations that receive federal funding, which AHS does not. 
 
Although AHS is not legally obligated to repatriate the beads, but we are ethically obligated to find an 
appropriate, Indigenous home for them. Our records for the beads had little information on the origin 
of the beads, just that they were from a “Native American gravesite near Charlotte, North Carolina.”  
 
So who were we to return them to? The first step was to authenticate the beads. I reached out to 
multiple museums in North Carolina and eventually connected with Dr. Elliot Blair, an anthropological 
archeologist who specialized in beads in the American southeast. Based on a photograph, he 
confirmed that the beads are likely the type used and traded by Indigenous tribes in the colonial and 
early American periods. I then contacted the North Carolina State Archeology Department, who put 
me in touch with two federally recognized Indigenous nations in the Charlotte, NC region. Both 
nations agreed that the beads should be repatriated to the Catawba Nation, located near Rock Hill, 
South Carolina.  
 
Before I could give these beads to the Catawba Nation, they needed to be officially removed from our 
collection, a process called deaccessioning. Deaccessioning is a thoughtful and methodical process. 
When people donate artifacts to a museum, they expect these artifacts will be preserved as long as 
possible by the museum. Deaccessioning involves reviewing original paperwork, determining what 
will happen with the deaccessioned artifact, is subject to approval by the five-
member Collections Committee, and then gets final approval by the Board of 
Directors. Once the process is complete, the artifact can be removed from 
our database and the paperwork retained permanently.  
 
On a sunny Sunday afternoon in late September of 2024, I met Caitlin 
Rogers, the Cultural Division Projects Manager for the Catawba Nation in 
South Carolina. After a brief chat about the importance of repatriation, she 
took possession of the beads on behalf of the Catawba Nation. The beads 
that had been hidden away in our collection have returned to their rightful 
caretakers, the Catawba people.  



 

Arlington Historical Museum Hosts 
Workshop on Wooden Windows 

Restoration 
 
On September 11, the Arlington Historical 
Museum hosted a workshop on restoring 
wooden windows. Duffy Hoffman, a national 
expert in window restoration, conducted the 
workshop organized by John Milner Architects. 
The Arlington Historical Society has been 
working with Duffy on a multiyear restoration 
project to repair water-damaged windows at 
the historic Hume School and we wanted to 
help share his expertise! 
 

Do You Have the App? 
 
Want to have 
stories of our 
shared history at 
your fingertips 
wherever you go? 
Get the app, “Arlington Historical” available for 
free wherever you get your cell phone apps. 
This is a fun place to read about stories of our 
history or go on your own tour with the Tours 
section identifying the actual location where the 
stories took place. Credit our Vice-President 
Peter Vaselopulos for this 21st century way to 
view our history. You can visit it online at 
https://arlingtonhistorical.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

AHS in the Community 
 
AHS hosts free events, provides speakers upon request, and hosts special group tours of its museum 
and historic areas all year long. Here’s a sample of some of these in the past few months. 
 
July 

• Jul 11: “Revolutionary Arlington” with Kevin Vincent who talked about what Arlington was like 
during the Revolutionary War at our monthly free public event 

• Jul 18: Annette Benbow spoke to the Kiwanis about AHS and VA250  
August 

• Aug 7: Dr. Mark Benbow spoke to the Optimist Club on Arlington’s Spanish-American War 
veterans 

• Aug 9: Sandy Newton provided a special tour of the Ball-Sellers House for Woodmont 
Community Integration Services 

• Aug 16-18: AHS brought local history to its booth at the County Fair 
• Aug 29: The AHS collection team hosted an Artifact Expo featuring a selection of artifacts with 

Sandy Newton providing robust hors d'œuvres. 
September 

• Sep 7: Marty Suydam spoke on the history of Aurora Hills at their block party 
• Sep 12: Bill Fogarty talked about the Unitarian Church role in desegregation at our monthly 

free public event. 
• Sep 13: Potomac School students had a field trip to learn about and work in the colonial-style 

garden at the Ball-Sellers House 
• Sep 21: Dr. Mark Benbow spoke about what Arlington was reading at the Glencarlyn Library 

Centennial Celebration 
• Sep 25: Special tour of the Ball-Sellers House for the County’s Arlington Arts program staff 
• Sep 25: Karl VanNewkirk spoke about Arlington in the 1950s for the county’s Parks and 

Recreation Department at the Aurora Hills library. 
• Sep 30: Rivendell School had a field trip to the Ball-Sellers House where students learned 

about life in colonial Arlington. 
 

https://arlingtonhistorical.com/
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P.O. Box 100402 
Arlington, Virginia 22210 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Arlington Historical Society strives to build a stronger community by sharing stories of 
our diverse history. 

 
Visit AHS online or in-person 

Website: arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org 
Email:info@arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org 

Facebook: ArlingtonHistoricalSociety 
Instagram: @ArlingtonHistory 

Arlington Historical Museum 
1805 South Arlington Ridge Road 

Arlington, VA 22202 
 

Ball-Sellers House Museum 
5620 Third Street South 

Arlington, VA 22204 
 

 

The Arlington Historical Society, founded in 1956, is a 
non-profit organization incorporated under Virginia laws. 
The Society’s goal is to help build our community through 
a better understanding of our diverse history. 

Board meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 P.M. and are open to the public. 


