
James Johnson, Dan Henderson, Matilda Clark, Cornelia Gray, 
Julius Augustine McClellan, Mary Johnson, and Three Women and a 

Man Whose Names are Unknown 
 
Louisa Hunter was the daughter of George and Amelia Chapmen, wealthy owners of 
Summer Hill Plantation, just south of Abingdon Plantation (now National Airport). 
Louisa married Alexander Hunter, the US Marshall for the District of Columbia and 
the two bought the prestigious Abingdon Plantation in 1835. 
 

 

1860 Slave Schedule for Alexandria County (Arlington) 

Upon Alexander Hunter’s death in 1849, Abingdon was bequeathed to Hunter’s nephew, 
also named Alexander Hunter. Louisa decided to purchase land along Columbia Pike 
between Glebe Road and Walter Reed Drive soon after. She enslaved at least 10 
people to work her farm and perform the domestic tasks necessary to maintain her well-
appointed home including lighting fires, making beds, washing clothes and linens, 



sweeping and scrubbing floors, and dusting furniture. The 1860 Slave Schedule, part of 
the US Census, enumerated 9 of these individuals – 4 males and 5 females. 

From all accounts, Hunter was a difficult personality, which may have been the last 
straw in 39-year-old James Johnson decision to seek freedom in the 1850s. 

 

Evening Star, October 17, 1854 

During the Civil War, Louisa fled Arlington to live in the District of Columbia with many of 
her enslaved people as Union troops occupied the area. Hunter was there in 1862, 
when President Lincoln signed the District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act 
that freed all enslaved people living in the District of Columbia.  

Enslavers who were southern sympathizers, like Louisa, ignored the act.  In such cases 
enslaved individuals independently petitioned the federal government to be freed. Five 
of Hunter’s bondspeople: Dan Henderson, 55, Matilda Clark, 40, Cornelia Gray 18 and 
her son Julius Augustine McClellan 1 year, and Mary Johnson, 55, signed petitions and 
were manumitted by the act. Louisa was not compensated for their release and moved 
to Richmond soon after. Because of these petitions (see next page), the names of 
several of Hunter’s enslaved people have been preserved. 

Once free, what became of the enslaved people who were forced to work for Louisa, is 
unclear. Perhaps future research will provide answers. 

 

 



Petitions of the Enslaved Individuals of Louisa Hunter 
DC Compensated Emancipation Act Petition, 1862 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The US Army general, George B. McClellan, may have been the inspiration for Cornelia 
Gray’s decision to name her son, Julius Augustus McClellan as seen in the above 
petition.  


