James Johnson, Dan Henderson, Matilda Clark, Cornelia Gray,
Julius Augustine McClellan, Mary Johnson, and Three Women and a
Man Whose Names are Unknown

Louisa Hunter was the daughter of George and Amelia Chapmen, wealthy owners of
Summer Hill Plantation, just south of Abingdon Plantation (now National Airport).
Louisa married Alexander Hunter, the US Marshall for the District of Columbia and
the two bought the prestigious Abingdon Plantation in 1835.
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1860 Slave Schedule for Alexandria County (Arlington)

Upon Alexander Hunter’s death in 1849, Abingdon was bequeathed to Hunter’s nephew,
also named Alexander Hunter. Louisa decided to purchase land along Columbia Pike
between Glebe Road and Walter Reed Drive soon after. She enslaved at least 10
people to work her farm and perform the domestic tasks necessary to maintain her well-
appointed home including lighting fires, making beds, washing clothes and linens,



sweeping and scrubbing floors, and dusting furniture. The 1860 Slave Schedule, part of
the US Census, enumerated 9 of these individuals — 4 males and 5 females.

From all accounts, Hunter was a difficult personality, which may have been the last
straw in 39-year-old James Johnson decision to seek freedom in the 1850s.

NOTICE.
oo ' 4
WAS committed to the Jail of Frederick
county, Md.,.on the 20th day of August, 1859,
as s Runaway, a Black Man, who ctils himeelf
JAMES JOHNSON, about 39 vears of age; -
bout & fect 8 inches high., Had on when com~
mitted & brown coat, brown pataloons, coarge
boots and binck hnt; says he is n siave, and,
bolopgs to Mra. Lonisa Ilunter, of Fairfax
county, Virginin, .The owner, i7 any, 18 Beres
by requested 10 come and hava him released,
he will otherwise be discharged according to
taw, - . JOS. M. EBBERTS,
aug30-4L Sheriff of Frederick Couuty.

Evening Star, October 17, 1854

During the Civil War, Louisa fled Arlington to live in the District of Columbia with many of
her enslaved people as Union troops occupied the area. Hunter was there in 1862,
when President Lincoln signed the District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act
that freed all enslaved people living in the District of Columbia.

Enslavers who were southern sympathizers, like Louisa, ignored the act. In such cases
enslaved individuals independently petitioned the federal government to be freed. Five
of Hunter’s bondspeople: Dan Henderson, 55, Matilda Clark, 40, Cornelia Gray 18 and
her son Julius Augustine McClellan 1 year, and Mary Johnson, 55, signed petitions and
were manumitted by the act. Louisa was not compensated for their release and moved
to Richmond soon after. Because of these petitions (see next page), the names of
several of Hunter’s enslaved people have been preserved.

Once free, what became of the enslaved people who were forced to work for Louisa, is
unclear. Perhaps future research will provide answers.



Petitions of the Enslaved Individuals of Louisa Hunter
DC Compensated Emancipation Act Petition, 1862
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To Joax A. SmiTE Esq., Clerk of the Circuit Qourt of the Distriot of Columbia.

refused or neglected to file in your office hhe statement in wmmg or schedu]e prowded f'or in the 9th sec-
tion of the Act of Congress, entitled * An act for the reléase of certain parsm:m held to service or labor in

said District,” approved April 16,1862, you will plc.ase file this pefmon or schedule in lieu thereof, in
LS

pursuance of the provisions of an act anpp‘lemen}try to smd act whlch said last mentloned act was approved

“# July 12, 1862. - This petitioner further state that the undersigned M resided in said District
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The US Army general, George B. McClellan, may have been the inspiration for Cornelia
Gray’s decision to name her son, Julius Augustus McClellan as seen in the above

petition.



